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was sent out to Sable Island with instructions that the station there should pass it on to the America. Sable Island reported back that all efforts to get into communication with the aircraft had been unsuccessful and that the message would go undelivered.
Yet that very message had been carefully copied by Irwin and handed to Mr. Well-man. He had picked it up as it left the Nova Scotia coast for Sable Island. It is duly noted in his diary for Oct. 17.
"Now hear Cape Sable sending a message to some ship. It is from The New York Times and is about the weather."
Irwin tried to send his messages in the secret code arranged with The Times, which would reveal their contents only to the initiated in The Times office. So unfamiliar were the words he had to send that the receiving operators kept thinking they must have heard incorrectly, so that they interrupted again and again, asking for a repetition, and so exhausting his precious voltage that he was obliged to abandon the code altogether.
Irwin's regular diary was cut short with the darkness on Monday evening, when he wrote:
"Hear wireless stations working from Cape Sable to the Southern States."